
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

April 4, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Howard DeMars
Jennifer Morway 

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Wendy Rosica

Guest(s): 
Zero
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:06 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Emily Clark under New Business 3) Impact Fees, 4) Sidewalks, 5) Library Needs Assessment and under Old Business 4) MPG Update
C. Guest(s): None
D. New Business:   
1) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) information meeting to be held 04/18/23 at 10AM via Zoom – ARPA funded for small rural towns.
2) GIC Natural Resources Conservation Districts meeting 04/11/23 at 6:30PM in the North Hero Community Hall.

3) Impact Fees – something for the Selectboard to determine, not the Planning Commission.  
4) Sidewalks – as a side topic at the last Selectboard meeting, there is growing concern for sidewalks.  Pearl Street has seen much construction and a new development is in the process.   Discussed conducting through the State of Vermont a sidewalk assessment and cost analysis for the town roads.  Not all town roads would be included but certain roads that would have a benefit for bike/pedestrian lanes.

5) Library Needs Assessment – Colleen Bushway asked Emily Clark if the Planning Commission could review and welcomes input.  The members will look at and talk about the next meeting.  It is due to be submitted by the end of the month.  

E. Old Business:  
1) Bylaw Discussion – a) Shoreline Protection (pg. 19) Contact information at the state level will be added into this section as well summarize “as of this date”.  b) Road widths – Appendix B (pg. 69 & 73)– already covered – Shawn Mercy suggests adding a link for the AOT website where all the information is available and legible. C) Clarify curb cut process – Shawn Mercy suggests adding to the building permit a check point for applicant and the Zoning Administrator.
2) Village Designation – Emily Clark received the process steps to amend the Town Plan for Village Designation from Greta Brunswick of NRPC.  She will be scheduled to attend a meeting in May. 
3) Capital Budget Plan Update – Goal is to have reviewed and updated for the new fiscal year.  All data in excel format for updating future numbers.
4) Municipal Planning Grand Update – The Islander did a press release with Emily Clark on the awarded grant.  The Selectboard will need to amend the resolution in order for Couper Shaw, now Chairperson, to accept the grant.   
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) Selectboard meeting update – already discussed under new business.
2) Howard DeMars mentions two items from NRPC – Green Mountain Transport maybe adding a shuttle for this area and NRPC plan is due to be updated and in draft form now.  
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
03/21/23 – A motion is made by Howard DeMars to approve the minutes of March 21, 2023, with corrections. The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion. Members vote.  All that are present are in favor.  Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, April 18th, 2023, at 6 PM.    
A motion is made by Howard DeMars to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:52PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

