
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

April 18, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Howard DeMars
Jennifer Morway 

Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Guest(s): 
None
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:07 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Emily Clark under Old Business 4) MPG Process & Other NRPC items, 5) Town Plan  Jennifer Morway  under New Business 3) Housing meeting 04/20/23  
C. Guest(s): None
D. New Business:   
1) Housing meeting – Greta Brunswick of Northwest Regional Planning Commission is hosting the housing needs assessment.   It will be on April 20th 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM via zoom and in person at the North Hero Community Hall.  Shawn Mercy or Jennifer Morway will attend.
E. Old Business:  
1) Bylaw Discussion – a) Jennifer Morway updates the PC board that there is a long list of bills to be passed at the state level.  These bills may have some effect on the bylaws currently under review.  The state is still amending – material worth reading.  Forest blocks and habitat connectors are not included.  Jens (pronounced Hans) Hawkins-Hillis not able to attend a meeting until August. b)  Shawn Mercy to clarify the curb cut process – Curb cuts could be listed as a check box item on the building permit application.  This would be good for both the applicant and the Zoning Administrator.  The curb cut should be the first form that gets filled out.  Once completed, the curb cut moves onto the Highway Department for further review and the final step is to the Selectboard for approval or denial. When approved, the Zoning Administrator will get a copy the record.  State road access, however, is different than the Town.  Angela Low, Selectboard Scribe will update the curb cut permit application on the Town’s website to the most recent version.                                                                                                       
2) Village Center Designation – Emily Clark distributes the draft proposed language as well as the email chain between her and Greta Brunswick of NRPC.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to add to the Town Plan the proposed language for Village Center Designation.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  Greta Brunswick will be asked where in the Town Plan the new language needs to be inserted.                                                                                                                                
3) Capital Budget Plan Update – Nothing to report.                                                               
4) Municipal Planning Grand Update –   Greta Brunswick will be in attendance in person or via zoom at the May 2nd PC meeting to discuss the workplan and timeline.  VCDP grants – 5 months out (August/September)
5) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) Information Summary - Emily Clark listened to and learned there are $4K mini-grants available.  Act 172 - $45M to conduct building assessments – free from the State.  Will bring to the Selectboard – grants up to $500K for improvements with priority of old municipalities. The Library, Annex, and Municipal Offices all could use some improvements. VTrans Bike/Ped Ways and sidewalks are two examples for rural areas.  Need to start somewhere and more to come next year.  There is money out there all over the place. Jennifer Morway will be listening to a workshop on May 3rd and report information learned back to the PC board members.  Grants are open now with aggressive due dates.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to have Emily Clark ask for authorization from the Selectboard at the May 1st, 2023, meeting to apply for this grant and any other zero dollar match funded grants in advance to optimize timelines and grant application processing.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.   At the last PC meeting there was mention of Colleen Bushway,of the Grand Isle Free Library who was filling out a Library Needs Assessment form.  The NRPC is not linked with this assessment and has no information on this.  It is all being done through the Vermont Department of Libraries.  Wendy Rosica volunteers to go their site to possibly contribute to the information Colleen Bushway has already supplied.  Emily Clark will get her the necessary information.
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) Selectboard meeting update – Town emails will be changing over to .gov.  Microsoft Office – TBD, ARPA reporting – in progress and due 04/30/23.  Jennifer Morway feels it is time the Selectboard make a decision and commit tohow the ARPA funds will be spent.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy for the Planning Commission members to attend the Selectboard meeting of May 15th, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.   Two ordinances are being updated – Dog Ordinance and Speed Limit Ordinance.
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
04/04/23 – A motion is made by Howard DeMars to approve the minutes of April 4, 2023. The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion. Members vote. Wendy Rosica abstained.   All others present are in favor.  Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, May 2nd, 2023, at 6 PM.    
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:10PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

