
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

May 2, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Jennifer Morway

Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Howard DeMars

Guest(s): 
Greta Brunswick, NRPC Senior Planner
Ellen Howrigan

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:12 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Added under other meetings.
C. Guest(s): See above
D. New Business:   
E. Old Business:  
1) NRPC Consultation of Planning Program – Consultation done first by Greta Brunswick. For Grand Isle review done twice during the eight-year period of the Town Plan.   Noting the last plan strengths, weaknesses, and opportunity. There is an update for the housing section, and updated templates on enhanced energy plan that lots of towns use as appendix.   and scenic views are not required.  Discussion ensued on how to implement housing in a village district when property is not owned by the town.  From a planning perspective, put pieces in place to see the end game.  Possible incentives – good for town and property owner within ¼ mile. Bylaw changes still need to coordinate with DRB Clerk but have received suggestions already from the Zoning Administrator.  Go over mandated statutory requirements – accessory dwellings for example and conditional uses.  Would like to have a draft ready for the fall.  Greta will make sure Grand Isle is on the list.  Note Grand Isle has no conservation committee however has a recreational committee.  Howard DeMars and Barclay Morris are noted at the Grand Isle representatives for NRPC and Barclay Morris also serves on the Transportation Advisory Council (TAC).  Concludes review.  The contract is boiler plate to be signed by the Selectboard and sent back to NRPC.
2) MPG for Updating Town Plan – Organizing with PC and NRPC – Greta Brunswick distributes work to be preformed which the grant is funding. Discussed a proposed timeline.  Tonight, is an organization meeting and contract items. Next meeting will have a more formal draft through January 2025 when grant ends and Town Plan expires in February.  There will be a landing page on NRPC’s website with link information for the town and all hybrid meetings will be recorded there as well.  Jennifer Morway to reach out to Yens about a date for the mapping and cc Greta to avoid any schedule conflicts. She plans on attending 1st meeting in June (06/06), July (07/11) and 2nd meeting in August.  Woodbury, Newport City and Bristol were given as examples for field trip events to see what other town have done for village center, town squares or greens     
3) Amend Current Town plan for ‘Intention to Apply for Village Designation’.  Greta Brunswick has the proposed language and where it fits best in the plan.  Emily Clark will send out by email the amendment and pages effected. Review and discuss at 05/16 PC meeting.
4) Bylaw Discussion – Tabled

5) Capital Budget Update – Tabled 
6) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – Can now apply for.

7) GIC Natural Resources Conservation District info – Remove.  
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) Shawn Mercy has information on housing – brief but interesting. 

2) Jennifer Morway - there is a bike/ped webinar at 11 AM on Thursday.

3) Emily Clark - Bill Baron, GIVFD will attend May 16th PC meeting. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   04/18/23 – A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, May 16th, 2023, at 6 PM.    
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:28PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

