
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

May 16, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 
Howard DeMars
Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Jennifer Morway
Guest(s): 
Bill Baron
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:05 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  No items added.
C. Guest(s): See above
D. New Business:   
1) Bill Baron, Board of Director Member of Grand Isle Volunteer Fire Department reaching out to PC to discuss future growth and community needs over the next 5, 10,15 years.  GIVFD is looking at replacement of equipment and apparatus as well as to compliment other municipalities without duplicating.  Not expecting any answers this evening, but something to think about.  Bylaws currently indicate 35’ height restriction on buildings…potential change? – reference new South Hero complex.  With no current town sewer system, the State of Vermont approves wastewater. Again, no crystal ball to look at, but is a sewage treatment plant in the future?  Savage View Farm is looking to install a digester system which will be the first of its kind for our town.  What and how does that affect fire/rescue and possible incidents? Bill Baron shared after 45 years of fire service, the days of replacing apparatus with used milk or fuel trucks are gone.  Standards have changed and costs are high.  Would like to keep lines of communication open and broader during the planning process for both the town and fire.  

2) Bike/Ped Grant(s) – Grand Isle is not there yet.  There are individuals interested.  Possible to put a community group together to develop a bike path system then bring to the Selectboard.  The Planning Commission can support with language, goals & vision in Town Plan.  
E. Old Business:  
1) Town Plan Revision – Two places the language can be put – Land Use and Economic Development Chapters – place full content at the beginning of Land Use as suggested by Greta and a more condensed version in Economic Development.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to amend the Town Plan in order to apply for Village Designation as discussed.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.    A Public Hearing will need to be scheduled. Emily Clark will connect with Melissa Boutin.  
2) Bylaw Discussion – Tabled

3) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – noted NRPC grant. 
4) Capital Budget Plan – Discussed under new and no other update. 
5) Appointments – Advertise around October 1st – longer lead time - interested people submit a letter of interest.  Once PC decides a recommendation will be sent to the Selectboard for final approval. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: 
1) The majority of PC members attended the SB meeting held on 05/15/23.  The MPG contract was signed.  A resignation from Eric Godin has created a vacant seat until March 2024.  There was also discussion on ARPA spending and inviting Katie Buckley from VLCT to clarify language, timeline, federal reporting requirements, etc. The Planning Commission will attend their meeting again.

G. Review & Approve Minutes:   05/02/23 – Tabled to 06/06/23.

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, June 6th, 2023, at 6 PM.    
A motion is made by Shawn Mercy to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:28PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

