
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

July 25, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway 
Wendy Rosica

Absent:
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Guest(s): 
Greta Brunswick of NRPC
A. Meeting is called to order at 6:22 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Nothing added.
C. Guest(s): see above.
D. Old Business:   Town Plan revision - Greta Brunswick, Northwest Regional Planning Commission – Community meeting 08/08/23 update – postcards have been ordered and should be delivered this Thursday.  Hopeful to have in mailboxes by August 1st.  A final PDF will be emailed for posting on Front Porch Forum (FPF) and other social media as well larger copies can be made to advertise around town.  It would be helpful to have extra postcards for the polling place as well. A map of the parcel data is shared with the board (24” x 36” with the scale being every 1” equals 50’).  This will be used for the workshop portion of the meeting as an opportunity for people to work together, gathering and laying out their ideas of what they would like to see for their future community center.  Four to five tables maximum for working groups is suggested by Greta.  The power point is reviewed which includes the agenda, introduction, welcome by Emily Clark, explanation of approved grant and the expiring Town Plan along with presentation of what elements are included in the Plan.  Pizza and drinks will be served during the slides that contain various data points.  The mapping exercise with follow and then wrap up with next steps.  October 24th is the second community planning meeting.  Encourage everyone to stay involved and informed – get the message out.  Greta will see everyone on the 8th and will arrive at the school by 5PM.  
E. Other Old Business:  
1) Bylaw Discussion – Solar and Wind – worth discussing and may take some time to address properly.  Jennifer Morway has researched a bit and references some towns who already have something in place.  Panton, Bristol and Fairfield are very well written and possibly some language can be utilized.  
2) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – Jennifer Morway spoke on and will need additional authorization from the Selectboard to move forward.  The first step is to apply for the $4K and then explain what will be done with the money.  Level I is a walk-through energy assessment and goes beyond what Efficiency Vermont previously did for the town.  The next is Level II which requires much more data to be obtained and will be for all town buildings.   Possibly use the $4K to hire a grant writer and help obtain the information that is necessary. Or apply for the funds, not hire a grant writer but use to create an energy committee.   A motion is made by Emily Clark for Jennifer Morway to write this grant proposal up to present to the Selectboard at their next meeting on 08/07/23.  The motion is seconded by Jennifer Morway.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried   Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Grant (L.H.M.P.) – Contacted by the Selectboard to determine where this grant was generated/last updated, etc.  Apparently, it is good for five years and needs to be reapplied for.   Howard DeMars is aware of, but no real details to offer.  Jennifer Morway will try to obtain more information and circle back. 
3) Capital Budget Plan – Tabled. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: discussed above reference as LHMP
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
06/06/23 – A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to accept the minutes of June 6, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  Wendy Rosica abstains due to her absence.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.

06/20/23 – A motion is made by Wendy Rosica to accept the minutes of June 20, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried. 
07/11/23 – Tabled due to no quorum.
08/01/23 – Meeting cancelled due to special meeting vote.
08/08/23 – A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to designate August 8th, 2023 as the first meeting of the Planning Commission which will be held at the Grand Isle School as the first Community Planning meeting.  August 15th will be the 2nd PC meeting of August as normally scheduled at the town municipal offices.  The motion is seconded by Wendy Rosica.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, August 8th, 2023, at 6 PM located at the Grand Isle School.    
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:30PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

