
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Office Building
August 22, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair 

Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway 
Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Howard DeMars

Guest(s): 
Denise Douglass
Carrie San Angelo

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:10 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Nothing added.
C. Guest(s): see above.
D. New Business:  Community Workshop/survey discussion occurred.  Greta Brunswick of NRPC sent over 1000 postcards for the survey and community workshop dates.  She will attend the meeting of September 5th with updated power point information, pictures of map from the community event with their input.  The community meeting was well attended – impressed with the turn out, had fun and was productive.  Emily Clark invites guests to attend 09/05/23 meeting.  She also suggests looking at some of the data again – K-12 school enrollment seems inaccurate as well as the income data.  Data reflected in the last census may not truly reflect the demographics of Grand Isle.  The better story you/narrative you can tell, the better opportunity for grants. Ideally a committee should be formed.  The $600K received from ARPA funds has been allocated to a new building for Library and Municipal Community Center/building.  The library will be first before anything else.  The project is just too big for PC alone.  People from all the boards, the school and citizens.  Getting volunteers is an ongoing issue.  The Town Plan is revised every 8 years.  Need to think about housing and attracting businesses, and infrastructure.  Can not accommodate people should there be some extreme situation like wildfires, tornados or hurricanes.  May need to think of in a 25-year manner vs. 8-year. 
E. Old Business:  
1) Bylaw Discussion – Solar and Wind – Howard DeMars is absent – table until 09/19 for now but other towns that have a well written section worth looking at are Panton and Bristol.  Jennifer Morway will send it out via email.  
2) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – applying for this grant of $4K grant with no grant dollar match.  The energy assessment is not for historical but could be for the library.  More than likely it will be denied but really need that to apply for others.  Information minutes from the Selectboard giving authorization to Emily Clark and some financial information as well needs to be gathered.  FY’25 PC budget should include an expense line for matching grants.  

3) Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Grant (L.H.M.P.) – This plan expired in May and was last done in 2018. Jennifer Morway gathering more information. 
4) Capital Budget Plan – Tabled. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: Emily Clark gives an update from the Selectboard meeting.  It went smoothly – long agenda but got through it all.  The agenda items listed who was the lead person for each topic – seemed very effective and may want to use for the Planning Commission as well.  Everyone knows who is responsible and who to ask and answer questions. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
07/25/23 – not finished – draft form.
08/08/23 – add community workshop link.
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, September 5th, 2023, at 6 PM located at the Grand Isle Municipal Town Office.    
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Shawn Mercy.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 7:47PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

