
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
Municipal Town Offices

September 19, 2023
6:00 P.M. 

(in person & via zoom)

Board Members Present: 
Emily Clark, Chair 
Shawn Mercy, Vice-Chair

Howard DeMars

Jennifer Morway 
Wendy Rosica

Melissa Boutin, Scribe 

Absent:
Guest(s): 
Denise Douglass
Carrie San Angelo

A. Meeting is called to order at 6:08 PM by Emily Clark
.
B. Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Shawn Mercy – letter of interest, Emily Clark – UVM student email, Denise Douglass – EV charging stations, Jennifer Morway – Attendance at PC meeting with Jans, Wendy Rosica – Conservation Block Party.
C. Guest(s): see above.
D. New Business:   1) Carrie San Angelo submitted a letter of interest to join as a Planning Commission member.  Shawn Mercy read out loud.  Two spots will be open at the end of this calendar year – perfect timing.  The process is to advertise to let the public know.  Once a candidate is chosen, the PC submits a letter of recommendation to the Selectboard to then appoint for determined term length available.  Jennifer Morway will submit the ad to the Islander.  Not sure if this will be under Grand Isle News or an ad for employment. 2)  Emily Clark received an email for a UVM student seeking information on town planner – should respond to her explaining there is no planner, but rural community not very walkable and working on the Town Plan.  Shawn Mercy will reach out to her. 3)  Denise Douglass – EV plug-ins – she is just inquiring – Shawn Mercy explained a bit about how they might work – could be a fee to the user paid by debit or credit card – more than likely not much revenue should a municipality install one.  Some discussion ensued. 
E. Old Business:  
1) Bylaw Discussion –1) Solar/Wind:  need to clarify definitions and setbacks - Jen/Shawn 2) 3.2.2.5 – Commercial Recreation Shoreline District – Emily Clark.  Also, daycare/childcare conditionally exempt – Annex town owned building with childcare, which is exempt, but need to be sure all providers can be permitted to operate in all areas, more than commercial zone. 3)  4.2 – Emit sound or noise. This came as a direct concern from ZAO, Scott Brown.  Should take a look at solar- must meet setback – wind structure – ex. 100 ft tall need to be at least that far back from setbacks. 4) Page 20 #8 & #9 -need some work.  Shawn Mercy will do.  He will also provide the setbacks as discussed with a diagram for the right-of-way. Mobile vendor ordinance is now for the Selectboard to discuss, not PC.  Left to discuss is ADU/RVs.  Laying out PC schedule:  10/03- Regular meeting, 10/17 – Greta Brunswick, NRPC?, 10/24 – Public community planning meeting at the Grand Isle School, 11/07 meeting change to 11/14 – A motion is made by Wendy Rosica to change the meeting dates.  Jennifer Morway seconds the motion.  No further discussion. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  Need to produce flow charts and should have to NRPC for review by the end of December.  01/16/24 – Jans to be present and will need use of the Grand Isle School for meeting to start at 6PM.  
2) Municipal Energy Resilience Program (M.E.R.P.) – The Library and Fire Station buildings were the only ones to get approved.  $4K grant is approved and needs to be taken to the Selectboard for final administrative items.  A motion is made by Shawn Mercy for Emily Clark or Jennifer Morway on behalf of Planning present the grant information to the Selectboard on October 2, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Howard Demars.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried. More information to come. 
3) Other Grant updates – Zero pending

4) Capital Budget Plan – Emily Clark and Melissa Boutin working on coordinating a time to get together. 
F. Other Meeting Attendance Update: Wendy Rosica attended Conservation Block Party – mostly presentation explaining grants are available for improvements to water runoff issues on both private and public roads.  
G. Review & Approve Minutes:   
07/25/23 – A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to accept the minutes of July 25, 2023.  The motion is seconded by Howard DeMars.  Shawn Mercy abstains due to his absence.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.

08/22/23 and 09/05/23 Melissa Boutin is presently working on to get caught up. 
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday, October 3rd, 2023, at 6 PM located at the Grand Isle School.    
A motion is made by Jennifer Morway to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Emily Clark.  No further discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:04PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

