
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of the 

Board of Civil Authority 
November 9, 2021
Regular Meeting (in person and via zoom)
6:00 P.M. 

Board Members Present:
Michael Inners, Chair

Susan Lawrence

AnnaMarie DeMars

Ron Bushway

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, BCA Clerk
Absent:

Charlotte Kennedy
John LaBarge
Jennifer Wood

Howard DeMars

Eric Godin

Adam White

Guest(s): 
Joe Longo 
Lucille Campbell

Josie Leavitt

Debra Lang
Mike Donahue
Jim Hoag

Jean Prouty
Esther Blow  
A. Regular meeting is called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chair, Michael Inners.
B. Guest(s):  see above.
C. Amend for items not listed – N/A
D.  New Business: 
· Public Input on Proposed House District Map by Legislative Apportionment Board (LAB) – Reviewed the proposed reapportionment maps and explained.  LAB is proposing to make one member house districts.  The new district would divide Grand Isle with 2/3rd to be with Milton and South Hero and 1/3rd to be with all of North Hero, all of Isle LaMotte and all of Alburgh.  Thus far, South Hero opposes – would like SH, GI and NH to remain as one.  Isle LaMotte opposes and North Hero has no feedback. No input from Milton yet as the meeting is scheduled for tomorrow evening.  The information was received on October 20th, 2021 and feedback is due by November 15th, 2021. 

All of these materials are online on the Vermont Secretary of State’s website: https://sos.vermont.gov/apportionment-board/resources/bca-resources/ 

 

· Discussion ensued with public input regarding the concerns of dividing the Town of Grand Isle into two districts.  A straw poll is taken.  No one in attendance supports the proposed districts. A motion is made by Sue Lawrence to reject this proposed plan.  The motion is seconded by AnnaMarie DeMars.  No other discussion.  Members vote.  Vote 5-0.  The majority would like it to stay the same as a two- member district which includes West Milton.  A motion is made by Ron Bushway to keep the current district with two members.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.  No other discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Vote 5-0. A third choice if LAB insists on one member districts is to keep all of SH, GI and NH together.   Michael Inners makes a motion to keep all three towns together, although this is least preferred.  The motion is seconded by Jeff Parizo.  No other discussion.  Members vote.  Not all are in favor.  4 yes, 1 opposed Ron Bushway. Michael Inners will write a correspondence to be submitted by November 15th and will circulate in advance to BCA members for review.   
Reapportionment is just like any other bill in the legislature; it must be passed by the House, Senate, and signed by the Governor.
 
 A motion is made by AnnaMarie DeMars to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Ron Bushway and Jeff Parizo at the same time.   Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  The meeting is adjourned by Chair, Michael Inners at 6:44 PM.
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, BCA Scribe

